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Are We Making Progress This Year? 
Check These New Instructional Data Warehouse (IDW)

Reports for the NWEA and Star Assessments 
 

by Fred Cohen 
 
Much attention has recently been focused on NYSED’s request for an 
assessment waiver from the U.S. Department of Education. Whatever 
the final outcome, many districts already have solid data to assess 
student learning this year on a student, school, and district level. 
Any district giving the Star or NWEA assessment will have access to 
these new visualizations as long as they upload their test data to the 
IDW. These reports are currently still in production and will be re-
leased in the near future. 
 

In essence these new views take advantage of one feature of these two 
“third party” assessments—the conversion of student scores into New 
York State projected proficiency levels. In fact, the Star exam even 
makes a projection from its second grade assessment and projects 
scores on the NYS Grade 3 Assessment given the following year. 
 

Our current reports already allow users to track individual student’s 
growth and project NY State proficiency levels for each tested stu-
dent. The IDW also offers access to a dashboard with multiple visuali-
zations displaying key NWEA and Star percentile and progress data. 
But the new visualizations shown in this newsletter illustrate school 
and district progress, or the lack of progress, in a dramatic way.   
 

One can see the progress of a whole district or each individual school,  
with the ability to drill down to individual student scores and projected 
proficiency.  Because the reports show multiple grades at once, it is 
easy to identify grade level strengths and weaknesses. 
 

One of the keys to this new report is the dynamic prompt page offering 
users the ability to customize the resultant report. As shown below, the 
first part of the prompt page asks the user to choose the test year and to 
select key limiters for the chart (district or school; Math or ELA). 
Next, the user can select from all test results available for the current 
school year. In this case, we will choose Fall and Winter.  When the 
Spring results are available, they too can be added. Finally, the user 
can select any or all grades where tests were administered that school 
year. (If desired, at the bottom of the prompt page is a menu to select a 
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disaggregation by any of the ESSA subgroups.) 
For the visualization shown below, we chose ELA , grades 2 through 8, for Fall and Winter, 
during the 2020-2021 school year. The first tab defaults to simple proficiency showing the per-
centage of students at each grade level whose Star (or NWEA) assessment score projected they  
proficiency. Each grade is displayed in a separate color, as indicated by the legend at the top, 

and the two tests selected for this report are shown beneath each pair of columns. 
This chart makes it easy to track the progress of projected proficiency. For this district, note that 
every grade, except for Grade 8, had higher levels of proficiency projected on the Winter test 
when compared to the Fall.  In some cases, the increase was almost ten percentage points 
(Grade 4 and Grade 7), while in other grades, the increase was minuscule (Grade 3 and Grade 
5). In Grade 8, there was actually a decrease.  
 
To further analyze projected proficiency, the user might want to disaggregate proficiency itself, 
separating Levels 3 and 4.  A second tab leads to the chart below which furthers the investiga-

tion into student success.  
Notice how the increases in Grades 4 and 7 are primarily due to an increase in Level 3 students 
(height of the green segment of the column), while, in Grade 8, there might have been a de-
crease in projected proficiency overall, but the decrease was primarily in students projected to 
be at Level 4. And by clicking on any of the colored columns, a list of students and their scores 
is produced.  Included are the actual scores on the Star or NWEA and the projected proficiency 
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level, as well. 
The third visualization adds Level 1 and 2 to the projected proficiency chart. Note how the  
Level 1 students (in brown) at the top of each column stand out, making an increase or decrease 

in percentage easy to see.  
 

Now look at Grade 6 where the increase in both proficiency and Level 4 students was originally 
a cause for celebration. But then look at the increase in Level 1 students. This additional infor-
mation now gives cause for concern.  Remember that by clicking on any color band, the actual 
student names can be seen, and identified students can be addressed instructionally with the re-
medial services they might need. 
 
Of course, it is never sufficient to rely on a chart which produces percentages but not actual 
numbers of students.  How many actual students took the test is a question that must be an-
swered. Therefore, there is an accompanying report that list all numbers and percentages in tab-

ular form. See corresponding sample ELA table below. 
Note how this table allows NWEA and Star users to complete their instructional  picture and 
more fully appreciate their students projected proficiency on NY State 3-8 ELA and Math as-
sessments. 
 
As always, IDW personnel are available to provide telephone assistance and in-district training 
for any district seeking to learn more about this newsletter or about other best practices for the 
IDW. Call Fred Cohen at 608-6640, Stephanie Witt at 608-6623, or Tammy Mazza at 608-


